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INTRODUCTION 


At this linn? when, from the four {(nurlcrs of the world, 
groups of limnii n beings ure coming together ill vast crowds 
to London, in order, lo assert (he unity of races, nulwi¬ 
thstanding their seeming diversity, il is only fair that all the 
members of I he large family called 11 llnmanily should he 
represented at this council of the entire world. 

!l is certainly the right of the great nations to he the first 
to speak. They will recall to mind their origin, growth 
:md expansion* They are crowned wilh a halo of glory from 
the past, which makes them respected. Along with them 
even in Europe we have other mil ions which the might of 
war has made parts nf powerful neighbouring nuLions* Their 
names appear to be nothing more than a memory, doomed h> 
perish with the lapse of lime. The conquering nations have 
lorn their code of ln\\ to pieces, mid have even tried In 
proscribe the language of (hem salves and their ancestors. 
Ltd Ihese nations stand ere id in your presence lo-day. 
They will not cry out for revenge* They will only loll yon 
Ilia I I hey ran amber who and what limy are, and from 
whence they came. They are aware of their illustrious 
origin, and will not forget it. They waul to continue to 



sing Ihe songs which lulled them to sleep in childhoods and 
to speak the language which their infant longues first began 
to lisp. They may submil In laws which their ancestors did 
not make, bill the integral pari of their character, which 
nothing can old iterate, and which makes them separate and 
distinct as nations, must be respected. 

Lithuania is one of the most interesting of these nations. 
11 or frontiers have passed nvvn\\ she is now nothing more 
than provinces in vust empires, Hut she is determined In 
assert her vitality as a nation. A glance cast over her 
history will convince us that she has the virtues which 
enable a nation to overcome the effects of time and political 
machinations 



A MEMORANDUM 

UPON 

THE LITHUANIAN NATION 


Remnant of a once Powerful Nation. 

The fAlhuanianx (Lietuviai ), abouL three millions in number, 
are nL lhe present lime under four gouvernmenlal districts: 
Vilna, Kovna, (jrodiia and Sou valid, West Russia, and are also in 
fi few districts in Eastern Prussia* There are about one million 
emigrants in the United Slates of America. 

The Letlons (Latuiai), of whom there are about two millions, 
whio lived in Courland and Livonia in Russia, belong to the 
Lithuanians, considered from an ethnological standpoint. 

The Lithuanians, together with their brothers, lhe Let Lons and 
the Prussians, formerly inhabited the entire Railte Coast,between 
the Vistula and the Dima Rivers. They have even given its name 
to the Da Hie Sea + [/In has, in Lithuanian* sign flies white). 
They advanced very far into the interior, as is shown by a great 
number of Lithuanian names. In Urn course of the thirteen lb 
century, only the Lithuanians mnatried independent. After a 
bloody resistance, the Prussians wi re subdued by the Teutonic 
Knights- Lhe survivors, being completely assimilated to their 
conquerors, lost every veslige nf I heir nationality. In Elir begin¬ 
ning of Lhe seventeenth century one can no longer liiul any trace 
of Die ancient Prussians* From Unit Lime Lite Teutonic Order, 
having been secularized, assumed lhe name of l; Prussia”, 



The Lid lo us, subdued by I hose iS Sword-Bearerswere ;ibh l b 
however, Lis preserve their manners and their language. 

The Lithuanian race was then more numerous than now, At 
the end of the fourteen 1.1 1 century, the were more limn five millions 
of them, who were baptized. 

The depopulation of Hie Lithuanians is explained U\ their deuu- 
l.huia_Usui.tQn for I,In* houcfil til’the Slavonians I Poles and Russian^! 
and I lie llemaos. The national revival, vvliirli look place in 
Lithuania nl (.hr end i>l‘ I hr nineleeiith century, spread out in a 
is msiihuM hie extent and prevented I he Lithuanians from being 
iissiiniljde.il with their neigh hours any longer, and from I hat time 
on, their mu in her lias increased more ami more. 

The Lithuanian nation was long classed among the nations of 
the Slavonic race. But this ehis.siiieaLion is more than inaccurate. 
Anthropology proves that the Lithuanians do not belong to the 
Slavonia family. On this matter we have unimpeachable linguistic 
proofs. 

The Lithuanians, together with their brothers, I he Lei tons, 
constitute n nation, a race a pa id. which, according to Eli see Ihtrh is, 
La Orographic UnivtiFsellti") is ki composed of men who nre very 
intelligent, full of Fancy and poetry’ 1 . Kant, in his preface to the 
Li Idi mm inn I j ram mar ol' Mi Ike in IHHO, says Unit they are IVdv 
dealing men, fail of the conscious nasi? of their personal dignity. 


Anthropological Type of the Lithuanians and the Lettons, 

The anthropological observations made in Lhe various lucidi¬ 
ties of Lithuania by such eminent anthropologists as Messrs 
Bruimsohn (Dorpal 1883), Woeber (Dorpat 1883), T. Tulko 
Mryricewtcz (Cracow' 1893}, establish the physical chftracterictics 
of that race. They are of middle si/.e, bid high stat ure, 1,69 meter 
being the prevailing height of lhe smaller races, where Lhe primi¬ 
tive type has been better preserved from Slavonic influence; 
therefore lhe skin is whiter where the nice is purer. The hair is 
fair, in proportion to aboul 71 '% among the Lettons,8tt °/ a among 
1 tie Lithuanians, and more Ilian 87 "/□ among lhe Sam og it bins* 
Blue eyes predominate in about I lie same proportion. 

Individuals of the purely blond type, viz + , those with flaxen 
hair and blue eyes, represent aboul 00 ' . ,, of ( lie Lithuanian popu- 


luLUra; of the Lelhms, mid 7L3 of the Samogiliaos, The 

dark ones are rn n small minority. 

From llteir complexion lhegi i rul majority of the. various popu¬ 
lations belong In n mixed lype: Hm Ltd Ions |.o the ex fen I, of Til 
Iho Lilhuaniims 72"/,, and Ihe SamogilbmS 55 Among these 
latter, the purely blond type represents more Ilian one-third 
(33.8 "/oj of I.Jic iiiluiluhmls* Among the Lilli mi mans the fair 
type is only one-fourUi, and oue-Ufth among L lie Lei Ions, 

The face is generally Jong and I hr nrt.se straight. especially 
among the Lithuanians (35,3 n / ft j + 

From the shape of the skull, l.lie Lil Imitninns are more branhy- 
eeph&kms 75 v / 0 ), than duIirdmeopliMluiiS. Surli is I he anthropolo¬ 
gical type of Urn Lilliuauians, which is distinct from that of the 
Slavonians and Germans, 

The Lithuanian Language and its Importance to 
Philology and History. 

As I ho Lithuanian language belongs to the Indo-European 
group, it. lb the nearest idiom to Sanscrit. ]t contains a. large 
number of words much less remote from the Indo-European 
radical than from the Slavonic, Latin or liermanic tongues* This 
similitude is such Iha.L the Lithuanian peasants understand 
SanseriL sentences written by learned men. 

The Lithuanian language is more ancient than the Greek, Latin, 
Gallic, German and Slavonic tongues. If has as much likeness to 
Latin and Greek us to Sanscrit. We have entire sentences with 
Ihe same meaning, with a striking phonetic resemblance, for 
example : 

I r irai 1 1 1 au An k , ju nga n [ L i E1 1 tui n i n n : 

T 1 ri t f -i a h i te j n<j a m (Latin; 
meaning, 4t Men drug the yoke 11 * 

Uzievs f Dirvx) day€ danfi$. da on dutmoN L it h mi n ia m ); 

Dzrus doe udontas dosei s itos (I i r eek); 
that is, “find has given teeth* ho will give bread 1 ". 

It is Lindeimible Halt LiLhummUi is Lite most uncienl of all the 
living languages, mul ns such, in of invaluable service to philology 
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[lies® qualities were already recognized by Hie great German 
philosopher, Kant, who, being born in Prussian Lithuania, had 
jm opportunity Lo acquire a knowledge of il. He said, in his 
Preface lo the Lithuanian Grammar, that this language is of very 
groat importance in philology and In the hisLory of the emigration 
of nations. 

Tliis opinion of the great philosopher was confirmed sclent i* 
Hr idly by a great philologist, Sehleieher, who showed, by his 
philological work on the Lithuanian language, its great value to 
philology. 

In addition to its great srir.iiliOc imparlance, the Lithuanian 
language is remarkable fur Ms great beauty. “Of all European 
languages 1 ', said Elisha Kerins [fitrographw lfnher&elle) t 11 Lithua¬ 
nian, which Es lacking in uugmcnUUivcs, is ike one which Inis 
llie greatest number of endearing und caressing diminutives, Il 
lias more of them than Spanish or Italian, and even more than 
[|u$sian t and they can be multiplied almost ad infinitum by 
applying them to verbs and adverbs, as well as Lo adjectives and 
substantives". 

He adds : *‘If the value of a nation in the whole of humanity 
were hi be measured up to the beauty of its language, the Lithua¬ 
nians should rank among the first of Hie inhabitants of Europe, 
M Such is the opinion of the great French geographer on the 
Lit 1 1 minimi language. 


Lithuanian Literature. 

Vi the time when Lithuania w as a great Stale it had no writers, 
but hyurtininkas, national bards, who chanted the traditional 
songs and poems. The persecutions of the Catholic clergy caused 
the hourliuinkas to disappear; they ceased lo e\isf, as a class* and 
with I hem the epic songs. Those Mings arc still mentioned by an 
analyst of the sixteenth century. Uni the memory of the Lithua¬ 
nians failed to retain these heroic poems, which are unfortunately 
lost In us. They sing no song of war; they only mourn for their 
dead. I n l It is respect they si a nd apart among the European nations. 

This kind nf popular poetry is called rauda, that is c/uy/cj, or 
funeral plaints. The raudot are the most important kind of 
popular Lithuanian literature. 


The ether kind of Lithuanian poetry. and that mnsl pri/.ed by 
the people, is ilie dain*t~ It is lyric singing, with a musical 
accnmpiummtcjtL a melody cnm|iaHd chiefly of Phrygian, My\o- 
liduunind Uyprodorinn scales, in various rhythms. These songs 
show I he mild and lender disposition of the Lithuanians, together 
will) I heir very simple concept ion of life, their resignation in 
grief, and their devotion Lu palIriurehal customs. 

In facl, I lic dfiinax show Urn innermost sonl of the LiJhuiiniijns. 
I'hey arc very refined and delicate observers, slightly ironical 
sometimes, lender and melancholy, and deeply sensitive to I hr 

i nil Ur ures of Nature. They are distinguished from ot lie I.. 

rumUil races by the delicate reserve and the modest way in which 
limy mention love in their popular snugs; during thirteen years 
»if research among the LitHiin itians, llo- philologist Ulm<a did not 
li in I in the love songs of this race a single verse which was not 
chaste mid pure, ['lie feelings of the Lithuania ns are deeply 
rooted m lliuir nature, hid they never express them publicly by a 
daring word* 

The dumnutlyes of Icndcrrmss give ri |iceutiar character to the 
but these poems are also foil of words and forms Unit 
express grief and sorrow. 

There are several vet ) ancient "diuuos" which are very impor¬ 
tant from ;i mythological standpoint, in w hich there are very rare 
examples of prehistoric philosophy, lor example, we find sLrojdie^ 
IcUing of the marriage of the Moon We nut* ¥ masculine gender , 
with the sun Snute % feminine gender), of the Love of the Moon for 
Vururn luscrjW... and id the wrath ol the Thunder Pwftttrttt.* , 
who cleaves the Moon with a *wnrd, and says : “Why dost thou 
part ITom (lie sun to love 'miiwo? We see here a mythological 
and really poetical explanation of I lie decrease of the union's disk 

The ancient mythological “iJainos" which we still Irud in tin 
memory of the people are only fragments of grand epic poems, 
t hose fragments, full of charm and matchless poetry give us some 
slight idea of what those poems were. 

Thu Lithuanians have never ceased In enrich their poetic 
treasure, by composing new “ihuims" for every circumstance of 
1 heir lives. I□ fact, Lliey may he cmiided by the thousands, and 
the collections of several volumes are far from being complete, 

Popular Lithuanian poetry is Mil inexhaustible source of 
poetical inspiration„ and md only lias the great IVJish-LitJjuuniuii 
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purl. Mn'kevn.v burrowed from that source, but also the (ionuan 
ports Gtrtlic and Herder, wlto showed (he great value of the 
*' dainos". I hiputar Lithuanian poetry is so rich and varied, that 
il is impossible in enumerate its various kinds, m this memo¬ 
randum. 

If popular Lillmanhm poetry is one of the richest kind, litera¬ 
ture, properly so railed, is still in embryo. 

Religious literature hast sprung in Prussian Litlninnia, during 
the Reforma I ion in the sixteenth century, and rapidly increased, 
through Llu- Lilhauiuiau wfrrks and letters, written by the Jesuits. 

The oldest Lithuania!! book dates from lo47 ; il is a iMiteehisiu 
translated from German* Until the eighteenth century there were 
only translations of the Bible, of prayers and of liturgical books 
into Lithuanian, In the eighteenth century the monumental 
work of buonelaitis appeared 1.714-1780i, ll Metes M Th*> Four 
Seasons ); il is a national epic poem. That poem, written in hexa¬ 
meter verses, is of easy and elegant versification, and presents a 
vivid and accurate picture of Lithuanian manners and customs 
in the eighteenth century* 

If the great Pulish-Lilhuunian A. Mickewit y, wrote in Polish, his 
coiilemporiuieH, Pos&ka, A. Dauktudas and Bishop Valauc/evskis, 
made use of Lithuanian in their writings. They are the three 
grea! precursors of the national revival m Lithuania. The first 
lias written a great number of original poems and translations, 
the second is the author of several literary and historical works of 
great importance, the principal being : **Lictuvos Niorija” tHis¬ 
tory of Lithuania h and -■ Radas Licluvtu Koine mi ir ZemiuLiu 
(Ckrficfei* tif thr fMkmniani }* Vidamv.cvskis, Bishop of Samo- 
giliu, ims written several literary works, lhe most remarkable of 
which is “Zciuailiu Vyrikupyate" (Hhtorij of the h\traduction of 
CJirisimrtity into SamMjitw from HI I to ihn ninrtnutth rrntury). 

Lithuanian literature was progressing considerably during the 
first pari of the nineteenth century, when its natural expansion 
was suddenly slopped by the mlerlererice of I,hr Russian finv-i‘ru¬ 
men L which violently deprived the Lithuanian an I inti ol I he 
means of improving ils literature. 

By a decree of lHbi, Lhe government of Russia forbade the use 
of Latin type in Lithuanian literature, and ordered it replaced by 
Russian character", 

Jn spite of Ibid oppressive condition, lhe Lithuanian Literature 
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did not cease to be, il went on, extending and developing itself. 
Tin* Lithuanian printing, absolutely prescribed from Russia, found 
ft shelter in Prussian Lithuania. InThilsi! were printed the nume¬ 
rous Lithuanian pupersand hunks, which were privately imported 
in Russian Lithuania, And what is more, the Lithuanian immi¬ 
grants Imve created in ilie United States of America some centra] 
publishing places where Hie Lithuanian books are printed and 
sent irs the same way to Lithuania, 

Eu fa cl, during the period of prohibition {18lii-lD04j Lithuanian 
Lite return wan enlarged nf many works'of poetry, dramas, novels, 
i a teresl i n g lor J i ie people. 

Let ns enumerate among I he most remark aide poets of that 
epoch, Ma iron is who has written several lyric poems and some 
other poetry, a remarkable I'ragmcnt of which is entitled Tarp 
skauamu -r gavbe (Inwards the Slurs i: Scknpusaka Vniezailis] poel 
with a prompt imagination who was Lire laureate of the people. 
He composed a greal number of very beautiful poems Which were 
published in several editions. Unhappily, lie died very young 
without having had time to develop and produce the best of his 
poetic talent. Monsignor Baranovski, Bishop of Seine!, emi¬ 
nent poet, wrote many lyric poems. Several of them have become 
so popular that they are sung in all parts of Lithuania. II is poem, 
Anykszcziu Szilelts (Anykszeziu wood) is a perfect masterpiece in 
herioc national Lithuanian poetry. 

The eminent publicist V, Kudirkn occupies a preeminent place in 
the modern Lithuanian literature. Tale writer* novelist and dis¬ 
tinguished poeL, he adopted to Lithuanian Literature, several 
works famous in both German and English literature : Joan of 
A n and William 7'etl of Shifter and Koine of Biron, V. Kudirka 
had a short 10 years) but very beaulilul career, and what is more, 
he was obliged to tight against I be prohibition of Lithuanian prin¬ 
ting. Ills most celebrated work is 'f'evynes Varpui (The Bells of 
Motherland) which pictures very adequately the revival of Li¬ 
thuania, II is interesting to nolo lhal he is the author of the 
Lithuanian Hymn : Lietuva tevt/ne mmu {Lithuania our coun¬ 
try). 

As much as circumstances were unfavour able Fn them, the 
number of Lil.huniau writers did iml. reuse 1 to increase. Among 
the con temporaries, the lirsl place belongs incontestably Lo Lho 
great dmmattel poet Vidimus. His muse \< genial, His most 


ftn MillifuJ piece is a Irilugy f'f&froUzhi Siraz&liai The Shadows of 
Aiireslorh' iv lik'li possesses ;i force ‘nut ft. beauty only lu be rtnn- 
purod to those of Slirtkrspcim I am cotifltlenl llinl wo shall s.tU1 
withes* ibe production uf some niter ma^ler-picres from lbe pen 
of l hal Lithuanian writer, 

.tnkOfclas, pod and publicist, occupies t\ very important place 
in the literature of his rounln* He publishes a grcul many of his 
works in his own review ikmu/tja* The young Lilliuaninn litera¬ 
ture possesses several remarkable women w filers, Let us name: 
Zeumile, S/ulrijos Ifogaim Liizdvim Peleila, bile iVIkeyir/. This 
last writer is n great novelist. Ii is lo be understood that i ti I bat 
brief account, we ran not imme alt the writers who illustrate 
Uliuniuijin 1 l iters. Lithuanian Literature slilJ in iLs cradle it 
one compares it In oilier literature* bnl it is neither poor nor 
unpnliHhrd ns asserl il< ennuir.- If rntmut slill rrnrli the 'laud 
to which ii could pretend. 


Lithuania’s History. 

Lithuania's history, which has not yet been told well or tho¬ 
roughly invest igagctd, dates from I he thirteenth century. Al l hat 
time, as the Litluimiimis wei-r rnnlfm d between (lie Sbiviuiiuus 
and the Hermans, ami could tmi rely upon mil lira] frontiers in 
lheir struggles agninsl their neighbours, and also being betw een 
two rivilmdions, Oriental and \h:c\ dental, G reek Christianity 
oil one side atid the Itmuun church on I lie other, - they nol only 
kept their national existence and I heir national habits, but 
extended their dominions lo Uie lilack Sea. 

Until Ike Unrleenlh cenlury the Lithuanians lived in clans in 
I heir forests; I hey had a communal organisation. The necessity 
of defending themselves against llie Germans the feu tonic and 
Sword-Hearing KnigJ]ls) t Iheir spirit nt independence and I heir 
religion, compelled I lie Lilhoamaus, nt llie beginning nf l!n j 
Ihirleenth century, lira l, lo gal her around a small number of 
chiefs, and llien they had a single head chief. At Mini lime liim- 
gmulafc illyng&ldi, Utc first Urn ml-Duke of Lithuania, gained 
several victories over Ihe Mongolians, and stopped their march 
lo wan'd Occidental Europe, He afterwards established his domi¬ 
nion over the Ihissiuas, who were weakened by Ibe Mongolian 


invasion*. This sovereign ■ if Lithuania c + xtouiiet] the Limkis of hi* 
country as far as Polotsk and Vitebsk, 

Ml or him, Mimhmgis Iric*ci h\ every means to accomplish 
Lithuanian unity. He had 1o light against the Russians and the 
I'olos, a guilds Lite Sword I tourers and I hi* Teutonic K nigh Is. In 
order l.o resist these K nig ills he appealed l.o Lhe Pope, and was 
huptimi in J2k>2. However, as Lhe Hemum monks con tinned 
Ihcir hoslililies Minrhmgjs stirred up lhe Lithuanians* in 12tStL to 
resist ihi' Teutonic Knights, whom he defeated in J2IH. 

He wu* assassinated in 12iti3. before his work was llnished, and 
Lithuania was drenched in blood m lhe revenge taken by lhe 
sons of Mindaugis on the murderers of their father; and so the 
country fell into anarchy, which lusted twrndy years, 

Vilena*, Mindaugis' 1 s successor, reestablished order, tiedimlnns 
1:115-1340], head of l he Jngeltons dynasty, was the real founder 
id Lithuanian power. He was very successful against the Russians, 
occupied Yulynia and advanced ns far as Kiev, 

\ t Hint time Lithuania was at I,he height of tier grail ness, and 
had to he taken into rorisidtiralmn by Occidental people as one of 
the obstacles opposed lo lhe Mongolians who, alter invading 
Weslern Europe, would surely have ruined European civilisation 
in its vary cradle. 

M isowing to the Lithuanians, historically speaking, lhaf that 
disaster did not occur* 

Realising that Lithuania could no longer stand alone, Cede- 
m in as formed alliances vulh the various peoples in Western 
Europe, ruled Lhe country in an orderly manner, drew into it 
foreign artisans and artists, and opened up negotiations with the 
Itausa Towns, 

Ur oven began arrange men Is with the Rope In establish Chrh 
Etunily forever in Lithuania., but (heUrminn* (Teutonic Knighls 
and Sword-Rearers, HitcrredccL by Iheir plols, in preventing this 
from being done. Dominican and Emfiriscnn friars were allowed, 
however, to preach in Lithuania ami h> build churches* 

Alter n period of trouble following upon the dentil *»r tledimiims. 

I wo of his sous, AI gird as (Ltiu-ld77 , and Keislntis, ruled together, 

I heir reign was marked fay wars against I lie Teutonic K nights, 
tIn 1 Roles, the Tartars, and the Miiskoviles. \lgirdns, victorious 
over those biller, marched three limes up to Moscow and invaded 
I to’ tin men. At his death, Li lit mm ia had extended tier dominions 
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from l he Baltic* to Hie Black Sea. and from the Bug to the sources 
of the Donrt/. Kejstulta was at the same time fighting I he 
German#, who wanted U* conquer Lithuania, at any cost, 

Jagello, the sou of A1 gird as, liy Ids marriage with Kcdwige, 
united Lithuania with Poland, and established the Christian reli¬ 
gion once for all an Lithuania. Bid JagelL> > marriage (in 1 IlHti , 
his conversion :md that of the whole nation, which was baptized, 
officially, do iml mark the end of Li th minimi nationality, ns h 
asserted by several Polish hiskrmiiH. Jugetlo left Site tirond 
Ducal throne to bis consul, YylauUis, whose rather tie had killed, 
that is, keisiutis, the hero of Ihr wars agninsl the Teutonic 
Knights* Vy (aulas did his heat to secure and keep the indepen¬ 
dence of Lithuania, which, being three times as large as* Poland, 
could never become a Polish province, ns is claimed by some his¬ 
torians. 

Indeed, the large principal ity of Lithuania, a I the time of ils 
union with Poland in PKG. included : 

L Lithuania properly socalled, viz. : the basin of the Niemeu 
and that of its tributary, Itic Vilija «. Neris), with Yilaa as the me¬ 
tropolis ■ 

EL Samogitia Zemaitija) ; 

EH. White Russia, viz. the aucieul Russian principalilies of 
Polotsk and Vitebsk ; 

IV. Black Russia, wilb the towns of Kiev, the old Russian 
metropolis* and Lite towns of Chernigov, and IVrejaslnv ■ 

V. Volvo ia and Podolin, with Brest-Lilovsk, Lutsk and Chereon. 

Lithuania was then the largest European Stale of that lime : 
From the forest of Samogitia to the Southern steppes.it spread 
from one sea to the other* Unfortunately, that Stale had no 
national unity. The Lithuanians, properly so called, were less 
numerous than the Russians, They had no unity in religion ; a 
part of Lithuania, in the centre and in the North, was still hea¬ 
then, Catholicism predominated in Hu* West, and Ibe East and 
South East were Greek Orthodox. 

Such and ill-assorted Stale, founded on conquests only, could 
no! last. 

The natural course of its history was interrupted by Jagcllo's 
marriage. Altec embracing Catholicism! he endeavoured In make 
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Lithuania a Catholic country, The new direction continued even 
when Jagcllo, being forced in chouse between lwo crov* ns, had to 
leave MLIuumm lo his cousin V via til as, who undertook vv 1 13 1 the 
Poles* his allies, Hint great campaign against the Teutonic Order, 
which ended in a complete victory ai (ininvald (1410 

Lithuania won SfimogUi-Vs freedom, this country being in the 
dependency of the Ten tonic h nights. 

VyLauUis would have liked to make the large principality a 
realm equal lo Poland in dignity, free from nil Polish interference, 
but the jealously of tin* Poles prevented hint from carrying out 
this task. Alter Yytaulasks death H30i, his successors secured 
Lilliuania's independence, ilia] country having been miited until 
the second part of the sixteenth century, by a mere dynastic tie. 
At Llial time one could foresee in Poland lhe early extinction of 
.3 a gel In’s dynasty that is. the disappearance of I he only political 
lie lhal united llie two countries. Prom these* events or cured the 
« Political Union at Lublin in I3G1J. 

Tin- nobility of both countries agreed tha t holli should bo united 
under the same head, Poland and Lithuania to keep their respec¬ 
tive laws, armies and grand dignitaries, each country its own 
Marshall, Chancellor and Jiotmen ■ fiend men or village chiefs). 
By special agreement thegrmler pari of the provinces of Sou them 
Russia w hich hud been previously annexed Lo Lithuania, were lo 
be united with Poland. The government of these two uni led 
States was like the dualism ol Austria Hungary, Though Lithua¬ 
nia kept Us independence. Hie ■ Union of Lublin opened w ide the 
doors of Liihuanin lo the Poles, and from I ha! lime, the u Pol o- 
oisatimi 1 of the cuimtrvVas inevilubU*. The court a! Vilna was 
already under the influence of the Poles at the time of the East 
princes 

VI (lie beginning ol the .seventeenth century, some Ulluuuimn 
noblemen like Rudzjvill, (IzarLoryski, made themselves Poles. 
For hi untidy I lie infer tor classes remained faithful lo their natio¬ 
nal i rail it ions. The peasants ami the Snmngi lieu nobility were mil 
drawn bv pi) Ionisation. 

The Polish-Liihunnuiu State became a kind of confederated 
kingdom without any central ;ulmiui*lrufiun imd whose general 
organ was a king paralysed In diets, by government officers 
appointed fur life, nr by confederateui^ organised in such or such 
provinces. That onion made more evil than good to both states. 
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Anarchy which reigned in Poland., corrupted I lie Lithuanian nubi- 
Uly which I bought <k!' nothing but laying taxes on the people and 
weakening royally. The peasants are oppressed by the noble¬ 
men, Ihe oiihodo.vf$ r mi iplain abend eulholies* certain magnates 
like Rtul/lvill have mi finny of llieiruwu nmJ are real potentates. 
There is no Third Eskde, the .lews who inimbite towns have m> 

poll Lie rights. Then' is no regular many. .. . n try is real 

by ilie Orthudoxcs, llu tnIhrnans solicit the proledion of Russia 
and Prussia. Lithuania tries repeatedly to separate herself from 
Poland Janos Radmil] bill does uni surcreii, ‘ Anarchy is al ils 
heigld under I he reign of the Saxon Angus! J 733-1UKU. Al ids 
death, the fad ions look Inwards Marin-Therusn and Cnthrrinc hi 
ask for l heir mediation. 

Tljet] Russians, Prussians and Austria ns name in. for Iceland 
ami Lithuania having no army were unable to renisl invaders. 
Frederick was the firsl who attempted lo dismember Poland and 
Lithuania, and Inul I be cleverness of deriding Maria 'Theresa and 
Catherine to join him. The tirsl portioning took place on the 
2S H| of July 1772, the second in 1792, and I tie lliird in 179b. R\ 
these three successive breaking up, the greatest pari uf Lithuania 
was annexed to Russia, and a smaller pari to Germany, 

Since then, Lithuania was not submilted lo any mure tcmlnrinJ 
modi I ice I ion. Ptdilically deslmcled, divided In: I ween the Russian 
govern men Is of Yihia. Kownu, Grodna, Minsk, Mothlov* Vitebsk, 
her name was erased uj tin- map of Europe, And in SWiO an 
ukase (orb;ide lo use officially Ihe name of Lithuania which was 
Lo be replaced by Ihe insigniNcnnl geographicnl one of Norlli 
Eastern Country* 

The era of marlyrdoui begins for the Lithuanian nation : the 
russification is more and more incisive. The chief facts id 1 it 
were ; the removal of Vi Inn University to Kiev, the persecution 
directed firs L againsl Ihe nutates and afterwards again si Ihe 
cal holies, 11 ie suppression of 1 lie Lithium hut Sin lute and its sub¬ 
stitution by the Russian Code, the bloody repression of Ihe 
i ns n rm; Lions in 4K3I and 1HB3, the exile and ro nil sen I ion nl 
many Lithuanian's estates. 

These violent measures have altogether caused less evil to the 
Lithuanian nation Mom the prohibition nf using any more in 
Lithuanian literature the latino type which find been adopted in 
eon t ml with the UcrideuLtl civilian I ion in [ he sixteenth con liny, 
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Instead of Ihe proscribed characters, line government imposed 
its Russian ones (grajtkmka) so l ha I it would ho able, by that 
means, In exert over the Lithuanian people a greater inlliiencc. 

Hul ii was repulsed with dignity by Ihe Lithuanians who 
prefered, rut her than accepting thal present of Jhuaoa, content 
themselves during ill years, wilh honks prinled in Prussian 
Lithuania and secretly imported from Germany, 

R is impossible to evaluate Ihe moral loss caused Lo the Lithua¬ 
nian nation by I hat wotnl prohibition* The whole of il was 
condemned, without Llie press, thal indispensable instrument of 
imtiimul ins I ruction, to vegclatn during Ihe second ball of the 
nineteen III century {1864-1 904), 

There is nothing surprising in I lie farl I lint Ihe Lithuanians 
deprived of the means of asserting their existence, were consi¬ 
dered like a nation I ha I was no more. 

Not only these hnilnl ways did not kill Ihe Lithuanian nation 
as was wanted by certain Russian statesmen iMourn .vie AT) but they 
did awaken Lo Ihe conlrarv, national conscience : in \HHA appeared 
ai Tilsit, the patriotic Lithuanian journal Auszrtt (Aurora). It. 
was founded by Ihe great patriots J. Btisanovilch and imported 
mysteriously in Russian Lithuania. The national propagandism 
in Lithuania spread more and more. Atiszra (Aurora) was soon 
replaced by several other patriotic newspapers* Varpnx (The 
Bell), Ukininkas The country woman ) which were read in all 
Lithuania in spite of the greatest severity of russian authorities* 

Thus, JJlIiuania, to preserve her literature in Ihe original types, 
Fought against Russia during 40 years. 

The hundred Ihousnnds of lithuanizin hooks printed In lalin 
characters at Tilsit and brought in contraband to Lithuania were 
confiscated by Russia and hum I, From the other hand, the 
thousands of books distributed by Russian nulhorkics in Russian 
types bore the same fate, ihery were also burnt by the indignant 
people* 

At last, that original fight, ended in 1904 when Russia puree- 
ving Ihe wrongs done to Lithuania, re vocal ed the former ukases 
and reestablished I,lie use of tin? prion live latino types. 

That action had I lie greatest consequences ; the Lithuanians 
acknowledged again by Russia as being a distinct nation, ceased 
lo lug for I heir neighbours, "an cMinjeul matter national cons¬ 
ciousness look a considerable extension wilh the help of Elie press. 
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Hut oppression went on under various shape* to ex ter mi (tale 
Lilhunnian nation* M is impossible to retrace them, I hr people 
Lried lo save them selves from its rigour and lluv Left, in great 
number, the country of their forefathers Lo secure liberty mi Ihe 
oi lier side of the Oreim. in I lull manner, Lithuania, during the 
last pari caT the iiineleenMi cenlury, gave lo l!n> t'mlad Stales of 
America, no less Ilian one milium of immigrants. 

It is peculiar lo notice llial I he LillmnniltilS do mil lose I'lieir 
person alit> among Americans, I hey keep their tmtimvilil y iumI 
imiiiiTiiiH ties wiUi I ho metropolis by pniiLiug newspaper's niid 
reviews and organising themselves. 

The move of freedom which look place in Russia in t 111 I i L9UU 
found, Lilhimnia ready for the events. The nation, though 
ruin ri in mg loyal, showed her vitality in convocn I i ng af Yilna, 
her Capital f on the ilh of December UNlo, a rmlional iisaeiubly, 
composed of several hundred delegates selocLod among I In 1 clergy 
and the Lilhimmun imhilily and coming from ad I purls nf Hie 
country- M was decided that Lithuania could not any more 
contend herself with her actual lot, bill wanted a uatiouail auto¬ 
nomy Ilia 5 would permit lmr 1m develop freely r 

The polilii id events which followed prevented the realisation of 
that decision, but I lie nc\t chapter of national evolution is neatly 
traced tut I , 

The only fact of the convocation of a national assembly by a 
nation which was considered dead by nil her neighbours, proves 
her complete awakening and her existence, Actually, lilltimmm 
iit creating Societies, in publishing a groul number oT newspapers 
and books, gains every day upon the time lost in fellers and 
works to occupy, among the mil ions of Immrmily, Lhe place her 
past deserves her, 

Though I lie si hut hi u has become more advantageous for I hern, 
lhe Lithuanian people are still very far from Llial slate of pruspe- 
rily whirl) is lhe lo! nf other nations. Tor Lithuania being 
situated in Ihr centre of Europe, has been yet unable in n^piire 
even those righLs which are granted to ltie remotest colonies of 
lhe occidental oat ions. 

Let us hope that llio Congress of Knees wliieh proposes to 
discuss, lo 1 lie light of science and cmisricTuv.ihe relnl intis exishmt 
between the divers peoples, sull give hi Lithuania ns welt ns to 
the other subject nations, the opportunity of an accord with her 


Ill 


comjuerors, will in^piro in Ilium amiable IWHngs am! wilt 
trooper&te to Hit 1 renewal ol 1 ft reign of .luslh*u nml Liberty. 

Lithuania under the domination of Russia. 

I , oliiil;al siTL'ATiO'N* — In imr modern conception of (.lit? grnnl 
slates, Wf oflen forgoL Mml IJ lhe sword's brutal strength and 
superiority in number are sufficient to conquer a terri Lory find set 
up a Hag, Lhe nssimilulion of a people to another one is an extre¬ 
mely «1 iIfion 11 1 if not impossible, deed. The frontiers of a country 
ran be easily obliterated, its mi mo hi oiled out. of I he map of the 
world; but never ran be moved away from its heart, the hive of 
lhe soil and the fidelity in its inslbillions. Lithuania, dismen- 
berod mu! divided, has kepi, in fuel., in spile nf pursue ij tin os, her 
tongue, her literal-ure, her history, in one word, whnl makes her 
glory and distinguishes her from neighbouring nations. She 
wants to assert her rights to the safety of Mini sacred patrimony 
which she wards to perpetuate in her race. She knows that 
peoples like individuals have a rule to fulfil in humanity and she 
is bent, wild all her sh-rnglh towards the aeeomplishmonl of her 
destiny* That task is most difficult to real foe as Lithuania, 
incorporated to Russia and Germany, cannot possess any national 
unity. Every manifestation of life from that people is severely 
repressed. In these conditions il becomes impossible to her lo 
keep her own iridivid Utility, t will not criliciftj horn, the measures 
undertaken by Russia and Germany to assimilate LMInmnuu 
I shall content myself with indicating the principal lines of a 
series of reforms which will bestow honour to the victors and 
secure a little freedom Lo a loyal nation whose only grievance is 
that she wants Lo live of her nnw life. 

“Ruling gives dissatisfaction** says the brunch proverb; but 
oppressing makes one vile. To the mulrnry, generosity honours 
slrcnglti. From lhe deep difi’erences wliieli exist between the 
Lit h iia nian and the Slave with the German, it is quite evident I ha I 
Hie Li lima nian mil ion will always he slopped iti tier duvelopinenl 
as long as she has no! a legislation lo suit her wan Is. Such laws 
which are MOnvenienl lo red a! n people, are prejudicial hi nolliers. 
Some greaJ nations have perfedly understood il. The auto¬ 
nomy given by England lo her possessions is a fine example for 


the countries whosv desire is to win the affection of the peoples 
who take shelter under the colours of their flog. Autonomy is ne* 
eesaary Lo Lithuania for llte normal develop men I. of her three fold 
physical, intellectual ami moral nature. It will give her a greater 
conscience of her dignily, will add to her Jovalism and will favo¬ 
rite Iheedosiora of nil the works worthy or an intelligent nation, 
LnforlunalrlY, Lillmantn is far from being autonomel She has 
not even a self-government. The Czar* Alexander IL had elabo¬ 
rated a large scheme of government zemstvos' which remained 
innclueraL Recently Hie actual government has prepared an- 
nthei 1 canvas of reforms lor the provinces of Ancient Lithuania, 
That project has only I he appearance of self-government and will 
share I lie fate reserved to all so mi-measures; it will not amelio¬ 
rate the si I nation of the Lithuanian nation. to whom is not even 
reserved a minimum of participation in national decisions* 

The Lithuanians are kept away from the public functions in 
their own country, where all functionaries from the (S over nor In 
policemen are Russians, strangers to its language find habit*. 

The Lithuanian tongue is prohibited in all Ihe public establish¬ 
ments in Lithuania, 11 is easy to imagine what perturbation, 
such an administration can bring in Ihe life of Ihe inhabitants. 

Justice. — In Lithuania, the judicial system is one of the mosl 
delicient. The courts are very badly organised, the proceedings 
complicated. The spirit of Russian law is quite distinct from 
that of ihe Lithuanian law and though the Lithuanian statute be 
suppressed, it still rules customs not only of the Lithuanians bill 
also of Ihe inhabitants of While Russia and Minor Russia who 
were, a long lime before, under Ihe Lil.liuu.nmn domination. II is 
obvious Hull that Statute whose certain items are obsolete, 
could not satisfy the exactions of modern life; L would be neces¬ 
sary however, lo elaborate on the same basis a civil code for Ihe 
use of Lithuania. Thai is whul was already proposed U\ Ihe 
great Russian legist SperanskL 

The penal legislation and criminal instruction ought lo be 
Identical in the whole empire without any aggravating exception 
for Lithuania, We pass under silence Ihe numerous defects of 
Russian jurisdiction which we cannot enumerate here. It is use¬ 
less Lo add itml Lithuanian language must no he excluded as it is 
arimdly, from jurisprudence in Li I (mania* 


Intellectual situation, — The intellectual situation or Lhe 
LiLhiiaainu nation is not bright. IF we consider Hint I .lie reeling 
of the books written in Lithuanian was rigorously forbidden 
until ISAM. we shall b<' must surprised h* hear of the exisleneerif u 
very great number of literary people in Lithuania, That result is 
due in the Catholic clergy and specially to Bishop V&lamftcvski 
who have La Light the people in Lithuanian in defiance of l he 
government interdiction. 

The intellectual level lias risen up since the revocation, in HJ(M, 
of the Ukase suppressing Uie use of Lai mi types ami, above nil. 
when I he law of 1003 permiLierl to introduce, during the two 
first veers* Lithuanian language in schools where the teaching 
was exclusively made in Russian. Though the primary leaching 
Lakes place in certain schools, partly in l.ilhtmninn, the secondary 
leaching is made exclusively in Russian, Schools are not nume¬ 
rous, Not only leaching is util made an obligation but private 
initiative is difficult. H is a complicated Lliing'fLo obtain I lie 
authorisation of teaching. Since the removal of Vilnit University 
to Kiev, (he Lithuanians arc deprived nol only of a University, bul 
of all superior schools. Teaching in Lithuania is in a deplorable 
stake Let ns hope that the reform of public teaching, intended 
by I lie Dournu, will accord to the Lithuanian people l he obligatory 
primary teaching in their mother tongue. It would also be desi¬ 
rable I hat the government, not only would not render uneasy pri¬ 
vate initiative, bul would help it to create secondary and profes¬ 
sional schools in the language of the country. All Lithuania and 
specially the inhabitants of Vilna have been asking, for a long 
time, to the central Government, the reconstitution of their Uni¬ 
versity* 

Wc hope that, that desire which lias received the local autho¬ 
rities approbation, will soon be realised, for the want of a Uni¬ 
versity makes itself strongly frit. 

There is no teaching for adults in Lithuania. A few socle- 
lies like •• Saute ■», « Ziburys *■ ami Hhiivvbi » are trying to 
lill up I (ml gap. in organising lectures for the people, (hie can 
hardly understand Ihe obstacles brought by the local authorities 
So the good will of private initiative. Thus, the government did 
break up in 11)08, two important societies * Szviczsa ■* and 

Auszrn > who were delivering for the people, lectures through 
lhr country, founding libraries, distributing books, giving Ihea* 


trical perlormaiiees in Llie vilkiges* Would JL not bn heller ol the 
Hiisslnn governnienl lo build rather than 1o destroy ? 

Economical situation. “ Lithuania is preeminently agricul¬ 
tural; bul Ihe countrymen have not enough Iamb Therr jh- in 
Russia a peasant bank t subsidized by the State, whose aim is to 
favor the peasant wjIIi lira purchase of buub That bank has even 
several branches in Lithuania ; bul il does no! trouble about I be 
wants of I be rural Li l ima man po pn bit ion. On I be contrary. it 
does si prejudice to the in ten sis of the local population by buying 
oul ihe land which it throngs with Russian colonists called on 
I be purpose from the interior of I be Empire. That imperial 
bank, a! the some lime it transgresses its byelaws, com mi Is a 
heavy built, for il introduces in a country where Hie population 
is already com pad (ott iubabi Lsmls per square kilometer) some 
colons eoming From countries less populous in hub ihints 

per square kil). IL is evident lb a! in this case, (be economical 
interest* of bit I mania are dependent upon the Russian political 
ways of the Central government w b am, addressed I At tlml oiled in 
the Houma by the Lithuanian Mcputy BuluL could not juslili\ 
Ihe behaviour of I be Peasant Bank in Lithuania. 

It is not astonishing if the Lithuanian peasants, nol Hading in 
the government the protection necessary to their economical 
wants, emigrate in number to America. It is obvious that a 
situation so strange wrongs considerably tlu: country and Ihe 
Slate itself of whom Lithuania makes a part. 

The imperial govern men I will perhaps notice it and will then 
take a salisTncLory decision, 

In ousts y. — In Lithuania, industry is still in an embryo si ale. 
However, few countries are so favorable to industry. Wood* 
water, and other raw materials are in abundance. Bui, until 
now., the State has no! cared to develop industry there. Ougbl 
it not to create a bank in view of enlarging commerce and indus¬ 
try in llial rich purl rtf its possessions? Such is actually the sihm- 
lion of Lithuania under the Russian domination. 11 is, as one 
eon judge, not as bright ns one could desire, 

If we remember the ainicat connections.which Lithuania, at 
the. lime of her independency entertained with the Russian nation, 
if we point out that the Lithuanian nation is one of the mod 


faithful and was never u prele.vl to oppression ; if vve recall to 
mind t tie services Uial I.illmu uin lias rendered lo I lie RusHaii 
nation when she protended Ihem for centuries againsE. the invasion 
of Hie Germans who, in I In?tr march towards East (Drang nacti 
Oaten) tried U> break into the Oricnbil Europe! when she freed 1.1 tct 
While and llie Minor Russia from I tie domination of the Tartars 
a ltd when she granted Mm Russians a complete uidomouv In I he 
LIt.Einaniiiii Stale* we s3ta.ll understand lhu( the exterminating 
policy of the Russian govern in cut I quilu unjustified; because it 
is use less to Iry asaumkUhig a nation so conscious of herself as 
Lithuania is. That, error committed by Home Russian Statesmen 
should be atoned as soon as possible. Russia herself would gain 
by inaugurating in Lithuania a more lawful, more rational and 
more amicable policy, II must be borne in mind that Lithuania, 
though a subject, is still Russia's sentinel in Occident. 


Lithuania under German Domination. 

We must add a few words about ihe stale of I hat part of (lie 
Lithuanian nation ptared under I lie dotnumMon of Germany. The 
Lithuanians, less numerous in Germany Mum in Russia, were 
always protected by the kings of Prussia. Their language and 
their customs were not only respected, but efficaciously favoured, 
■VI humigsberg Pniversih a chair was created of Li Hn no dan 
language and literature, A scholarship prize was even allotted 
lo Lithuanians too poor to educate themselves. 

Prussian Lithuania did not enjoy a complete autonomy but site 
bad privileges which permitted her lo develop freely her national 
individuality. 

But time alters, Prussia who was a long time ago, a little 
1 ‘ inark for 11 1 e Gormaua wiiu were lire mos 1 ad¥nncad in the 
East, ami whose population was composed of dissimilar elements 
- - ancient Prussians Parusini) Slavs and Teutonic Knights — 
hcearna, nl first a Kingdom Mien a vast Empire, and lo make I ho 
Using more peculiar, Mir more Prussia enlarged her power, the 
more she was agressivo. She weal on her way and a I the end 
Mpiircssed the nations, imu Herman, which composed t he eslul 
ItE^iiiank and his sm-eessor* did inaugurate l lie pop lies of exter¬ 
mination of the Lithuanian rsi.ee in Germany. Prom them I ho 
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political and intellectual situation of I lie Lithuanian people in 
Prussia was more and more compromised. 

in Gemmny, as in Russia* the Lithuanian language is excluded 
not only from Hie schools where Hie use of it is severely forbidden 
even as explicative means lo children, hut it is expelled more and 
more even from Protestant Churches where ii is replaced by Ger- 
man. It is not allowed in public places. Thel0c4dauLU0rities0fl.hr 
Tilsit and Mound districts which itre peopled with Lilhuanians, do 
l heir best to germanizr ns completely ns possible (lie Lithuanian 
population. No means is left aside generally |[ J olilain that result. 

Germany uughl to keep in memory 1 lie opinion emitted 1 fo years 
ago by the great Philosopher Kant: 1 Lithuania having a loyal 
character, deserves the protection of the Slate. She must be 
preserved, for her tongue possesses the key which opens all the 
enigmas not only of Linguistics hut also of history 


Paris, — L. Maiuctueux Jmprittieur, 1, ruti Cavite. — Wbi, 



